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I believe that. That’s really why I’m here.
And that’s why I want you to support the
President, to support economic reform. I
want the Americans to put more money in
here. But I hope you will remember what
I said.

Fairness is important, and honesty’s im-
portant. But you have a country to rebuild
here. So it’s also important that you do the
intelligent thing, and that we think about the
Good Samaritan and realize that in the end,
the Good Samaritan was better off. He got
a lot more out of life than the priest and
the other guy that walked by. Why? Because
in the end, we’re all in the same boat. So
let’s sail.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Sheraton Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Olusegun
Obasanjo of Nigeria and his wife, Stella; Edward
L. Moorman, director general, General Motors
Nigeria Limited; Alhaji U. Ndanusa, president,
Nigerian Association of Chambers of Commerce,
Industry, Mines, and Agriculture; U.S. Special
Envoy to Africa Rev. Jesse Jackson; and Iraael
Ikanji, minister, First Baptist Church in Abuja.

Statement on the United Airlines
Labor Agreement
August 27, 2000

I am pleased that United Airlines and its
pilots have reached an agreement at the bar-
gaining table. I commend union and manage-
ment for working together to resolve their
differences in a way that will benefit the trav-
eling public. I am also encouraged that over
the last week the aviation industry met with
Secretary Slater and pledged to work with
my administration to address the service re-
lated issues and the long-term outlook for
quality customer service.

Statement on the National Crime
Victimization Survey
August 27, 2000

Today the Department of Justice released
the 1999 National Crime Victimization Sur-
vey (NCVS) which shows that last year the
Nation’s violent crime rate experienced the

single largest one-year drop in the survey’s
history and is at its lowest level in over 25
years. This news is further proof that the
Clinton-Gore administration’s anticrime
strategy of more police on our streets and
fewer guns in the wrong hands has helped
to create the safest America in a generation.
Since the Vice President and I took office
in 1993, every major category of violent and
property crime has decreased significantly
according to today’s NCVS, with the overall
violent crime rate down by one-third and the
rates for rape and robberies and assaults with
injuries down by more than one-third.

Despite our extraordinary progress, we can
and must make America even safer. Every
year our Nation loses nearly 30,000 Ameri-
cans—including 10 children every day—to
gun violence. That is why I call on Congress
to continue our success by funding our ad-
ministration’s proposals to put up to an addi-
tional 50,000 community police officers on
the street and hire 1,000 new Federal, State,
and local gun prosecutors and 500 ATF fire-
arms agents and inspectors to crack down on
gun criminals. Congress also must make pas-
sage of the long-stalled commonsense gun
safety legislation a top priority as our children
prepare to return to school. Together, we can
continue to drive down the Nation’s crime
rates and improve the quality of life for
American families for generations to come.

NOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 25 but
was embargoed for release until 4:30 p.m., August
27.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Further Deployment of United
States Forces to East Timor
August 25, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On October 8, 1999, I reported to the

Congress, consistent with the War Powers
Resolution, the deployment of a limited
number of U.S. military forces to provide
support to the International Force East
Timor (INTERFET). This multinational
force, established by United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1264, was given a man-
date to restore peace and security in East
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